African American Heritage Sourcebook
Section 5a

Briefing from U.S. Census Reportsfor 1999 & 2000

This briefing is based on two U.S. Census Bureau reports titled (1) Blacksin the
United States March1999 and The Black Population: 2000. Each report provides slightly
different demographic data. For example, the 1999 report contained data on educational
attainment by race and sex, that was not contained in their report The Black Population:
2000. Therefore data is presented here from both reports interchangeably to provide
readers afull perspective.

The U.S. total population in the year 2000 was 281.4 million. African Americans
accounted for 36.4 million of thistotal, representing approximately 13 percent of the
population. The U.S. Census Bureau reports on the status of African Americans cover
education, immigration, income and poverty, families, population distribution, jobs, and
home ownership. Overall, the reports show college enroliment for African Americans
increased remarkably over a decade. There are 2 million immigrants of African descent in
the United States. The poverty rate for African Americans remained at its lowest in 40
years. Most African Americans live in southern states. More women than men occupy
manageria positions. Nearly half of the African American population are married and
own their home.

Education

In 1999, the Bureau found that the mgjority of adult African Americans had
completed high school. Seventy-seven percent of them in the age range of 25 years or
older had done so. College enrollment among African Americans increased by 50 percent
from 1990 to 2000. Sixteen percent of African American women have a bachelor’s
degree compared to 14 percent of men from this group. For comparison with other
groups, please see page 5a:4 Graph #1, showing educational attainment by sex and race.

Jobs

More African American women (24%) than men (17%) were employed in
managerial or professional occupations in 1999. There were 84,000 African American
engineers, 36,000 physicians, and 36,000 lawyers in 1999. As of January 2001, African
Americans represented 3.6 percent of the total population of lawyers (973, 000) in the
U.S.

Coming to America—I mmigration
Two million people are foreign-born African Americans. This figure represents

eight percent of the African American population. The majority of foreign-born African
Americans immigrated to the U.S from Latin American (80%) and Caribbean nations.
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Income and Poverty

Twenty-eight percent of African American families reported an income of
$50,000 or more. Twenty-six percent of them had incomes that fell in the poverty index
and are classified as poor. The Historical Income Tables for U.S.Census 2000 shows the
median household income for African Americans was $34, 204, compared to $56, 442 for
whites, and $35,050 for Hispanics. This income was the highest for African Americans
since Census reporting began in 1959.

Families

There were 8.4 million African American familiesin 1999, and 47 percent were
married-couple families. Sixty-six percent of African American families had children
under the age of 18 in 1989 compared to 50 percent for white families. Four million
Africanr American children lived with both parents (36%), and others resided with
grandparents or a single-parent.

Population Distribution

As mentioned above, the African American population totaled 34.9 million in
2000 (13% of the U.S. total). There was a 14 percent increase in the number of African
Americans from 1990 to 1999. This growth is four percentage points higher than the
growth rate for the total population in the U.S. for the same period (which grew by 10%).
African Americans are projected to increase in number to 59 million by 2050 and will
then constitute 15% of the U.S. population.

Most African Americans live in metropolitan areas in the South. Nine of the ten
cities with the highest percentage of African Americans are (1) Gary, Indiana, (2)
Birmingham, Alabama, (3) Jackson, Mississippi, (4) New Orleans, Louisiana, (5)
Baltimore, Maryland, (6) Atlanta, Georgia, (7) Memphis, Tennessee, (8) Washington,
D.C., and (9) Richmond, Virginia. A northern city with a high percentage of African
Americans is Detroit, Michigan. Please see Graph #2, page 5a:4, showing the cities with
the highest percentage of African Americans.

Ten states that have the largest number of African Americans are New York (3.2
million), California (2.5 million), Texas (2.4 million), Florida (2.3 million), Georgia (2.2
million), lllinois (1.8), North Carolina (1.7 million), and Maryland, Louisiana, and
Michigan had 1.4 million each. Please see Table 1, page 5a:5, showing African American
population by state and region. Also see U.S. Map, page 5a:6, showing African American
percentage population by country.

Home owner ship

In 1999, 46% of African Americans owned the house or apartment where they
lived. This represents a five percent increase since 1995.
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Sour ces:

The Black Population in the United States, March 1999. U.S. Department of Commerce,
Economics and Statistics Administration. U.S. Census Bureau

The Black Population: 2000. U.S. Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics
Administration. U.S. Census Bureau

The graphs, table and map are taken from U.S. Census 2000; see printed version for web
site address.
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U.S. Census Graphs

Graph #1: Excerpt from U.S. Census Report 1999—Educational Attainment by Sex
and Race
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Graph #2: Excerpt from U.S. Census Report 2000—Cities with the Highest
Percentage of African Americans

Ten Places of 100,000 or More Population With the
Highest Percentage of Blacks or African Americans: 2000
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Source: LU.S. Cansus Bureau, Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-1 7 1) Summary File, Table PL1.
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Table 1: Excerpt from U.S. Census Report 2000—African American
Population by State and Region
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Map Excerpt from U.S. Census Report 2000

Map #1: African American Percentage Population by Country
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